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ij@uk2

From: "Iraq Solidarity Campaign" <irag_campaign@yahoo.co.uk>

To: "newlist" <iragisolidarity@lists.riseup.net>; "list" <iragcampaign@yahoogroups.co.uk>:; "baqaa
refugee camp" <bagaacamp@yahoogroups.co.uk>

Sent: 06 October 2006 23:58

Subject: [iragcampaign] Britain becomes pathetic - would they rather people die?

Can the police ever say 'not for me'?
By Tom Geoghegan
BBC News

The dispensation granted to a
Muslim police constable guarding
thelsraeli embassy during the
Lebanon conflict hasbeen criticised
as a breach of police protocol. Soin
what circumstances could such a
request bejustified?

The importance of serving all sections
of the community isdrummed home to

trainee police officers before they even S
enter the classroom or get their Policing in Belfast can test
uniforms. loyalties

In the presence of a senior officer in full uniform, all new recruits take a
solemn oath.

At the Metropolitan Police, they say:

I (name) do solemnly and sincerely declare and affirmthat | will well and
truly serve our Sovereign Lady the Queen in the office of Constable, without
favour or affection, malice or ill will; and that | will, to the best of my power,
cause the peace to be kept and preserved, and prevent all offences against the
persons and properties of Her Majesty's subjects and that while | continue to
hold the said office | will, to the best of my skill and knowledge, discharge all
the duties thereof faithfully according to law.

Pc Alexander Omar Basha, of Scotland Y ard's Diplomatic Protection Group,
was excused from guarding the Israeli Embassy for safety reasons, the Met
have said.

Initialy it was reported that his request was accepted on political and moral
grounds because he objected to Israeli foreign policy.

And a Scotland Y ard spokesman said it would consider special requests to be
moved on mora grounds.

But the Association of Muslim Police Officersinsisted thiswas a"welfare
issue" because the officer had felt unsafe for himself and his family because
of his Middle Eastern background.

John O'Connor, aformer commander ]

of Scotland Yard'sflying squad, ssid @& | can't think of any

police dealt with welfareissues al the moral groundsfor refusingto
time and a common example was do your duty, which iswhat

when an officer lived in an area of .
high crime and requested a move you are paid to do ’

because he feared for his friends and

family. John O'Connor

Former Scotland Y ard
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If Pc Basha had had safety concerns | nquiry into embassy r ow
asthe war in Lebanon escalated, he

should have been transferred off the unit immediately, he said - a point
echoed by several former officers who served on that unit and contacted the
BBC News website.

"But | can't think of any moral grounds for refusing to do your duty, which is
what you are paid to do and what the public pays you to do,” said Mr
O'Connor.

"If hesaid 'l don't want to do this job because | don't agree with Isragli
foreign policy’, he should be disciplined because he's bringing the force into
disrepute.

"He should not be on the force because it means he can't abide by the oath of
alegiance.

"The oath we take is to the Queen and it's to uphold the law and to act in a
totally impartial way and treat everyone equally.”

Love and duty

There have been several areas of conflict in recent years where UK police
officers may have found themselves in a compromised position.

Peter Bleksley, aformer Scotland HAVE YOUR SAY
Y ard detective and now acrime 66 The police cannot ever

writer, said that after an undercover . .
drugs operation, the IRA put a let their personal feelings

contract out on his head and he had an interferewith their work
Irish Catholic girlfriend whose family .

were republican. Miki, London

"Did | alow the palitical |eanings of

the woman | loved and lived with to Send us your comments
affect what | was doing?

No | didn't. | worked to the best of my ability.

"All political, religious, personal and sexual leanings must be parked at the

front door of the police station.

"Are Arsena fans going to say they're

not going to police Tottenham games?

By natural extension it could go that

way."

He said the vetting process to join the

Diplomatic Protection Unit, in which

officers are permanently armed, should

check applicants are of sound body and

impartial mind.

The miners strike was another difficult [
eriod for officers, recalled Rick . o ..

Elayl or, president of the Police The miners' strike divided

Superintendents Association of families

England and Wales.

He said: "I can remember in my part of the world in South Y orkshire during
the miners' strike where | was on the opposite side of picket lines to friends
and neighbours.

"So police officers are asked every day to do things that sometimes they may
feel uncomfortable with, but on principle police officers join the service to do
their duty without fear and favour, and the public rely on that.”
'‘Dangerousroad'

Other senior officers said that personal reasons could also be afactor, such as
losing a child and then being reluctant to investigate a cot death. Or being
connected to a murder case which involved arelative.

In Northern Ireland, some Catholic officers may have had republican
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sympathies, said former superintendent Lord Mackenzie, but he was unaware
of any officers of either religion being moved off duties.

"If officers have political, religious, ideological or moral views about things -
and all officerswill do - then they have got to put their duties above that
because their serviceisto the public," he said.

"Once we start going down the road of granting these dispensations, it raises
all sorts of difficult questions.”

All new Yahoo! Mail "The new Interface is stunning in its simplicity and ease of use." - PC
Magazine . , .

Yahoo! GroupsLinks

1 To visit your group on the web, go to:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/iragcampaign/

1 To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to:
iragcampai gn-unsubscri be@yahoogroups.co.uk

1 Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Y ahoo! Terms of Service.
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